
 

All services at the Elisha D. Smith Public Library are free and for everyone.  Those with special needs are encouraged to call 
the library office at 920.967.3662 within 24 hours of an event to assure that specific needs with regards to parking are met.  
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This newsletter is free.  If you or someone you know would like to receive it by mail  
each month, call 920.967.3662 or send an email message to dreyer@menashalibrary.org 

Hours: 
8:30 to 6:00  Monday-Friday 
9:00 to 1:00  Saturday 
Closed           Sunday 
 

Novel Thoughts Book Club 
Thursday, July 1, at 10:00am 
Smith Park Pavilion  
The Novel Thoughts Book Club will  
discuss  Before We Were Yours  
by Lisa Wingate.  Everyone is  
welcome. If you would like a copy of 
this book, call us at 920.967.3690. 
(If there is inclement weather the 
book discussion may be held 
online.) 

Find Your Ancestors 
Saturday, July 17, at 9:00am 
Everyone is invited to join the Family 
Roots Wisconsin when they hold their 
monthly genealogy meeting on the third 
Saturday of each month at 9:00am.   
 
Meetings include a time to share news,  
share genealogy research techniques, 
and sometimes a speaker.  Meetings are 
usually held at the library but are now 
online. There are no dues to belong to 
Family Roots Wisconsin. Chromebooks 
are available for checkout from the library 
if you need one to attend.   
 
To participate, join the meeting from your  
computer.  Find the link to join this event 
at: www.menashalibrary.org/calendar   

Nonfiction Book Club 
Tuesday, July 20, at 2:00pm 
Smith Park Pavilion 
The library’s Tuesday Afternoon  
Nonfiction Book Club will discuss 
The Truths We Hold by Kamala  
Harris. Everyone is welcome. If you 
would like a copy of this book, call us 
at 920.967.3690. (If there s inclement 
weather the book discussion may 
be held online.) 

These programs are part of the Summer Reading Program—Tails & Tales. 
 

We ask that you please practice social distancing.    

There is a Summer Reading Program for Everyone  
Sign-up for the Summer Reading Program in person or on the library’s website  
(https://www.menashalibrary.org/summer).  There will be prizes, concerts, magic shows, and 
story times all summer long. Check our calendar for program times, dates, and locations. 
 

125
th

 Anniversary  
Celebration Event  
Thursday, August 12

th
  

at 5:00pm, at Smith Park 
The Elisha D. Smith Public  
Library invites you to celebrate 
our 125th anniversary with us!  We 
will be marking the occasion with 
dinner, entertainment and an  
outdoor movie.  Appropriately, we 
will be celebrating at Smith Park-
which is also named for our 
founder.  
 

The fun starts at 5pm with food 
(and ice cream!) trucks. Enjoy 
lawn games, bottle rockets, raffle 
prizes and a strolling magician! At 
dusk, we will settle in to watch the 
modern family classic How to 
Train Your Dragon under the 
stars!   

2021 Summer Reading Program 

Rondini Magic Show 
Wednesday, July 14, at 1:30pm  
Smith Park Pavilion 
Rondini, the master of magic, returns with a hat full of tricks 
and Einstein, our favorite German bunny with his own  
Facebook page.  Rondini has been performing as a  
professional magician since 1977.  Since that time, he has  
performed for over 500,000 people.  Free for all ages.   

 
 

John Duggleby in Concert 
Wednesday, July 28, at 1:30pm 
Smith Park Pavilion 
Do you like folk songs and Americana favorites?  Laugh, 
sing along, and have fun with John as he sings family  
favorites.  John was voted 2020 Children’s Performer of 
the Year by Madison Area Music Association. 
 

Meet with a Coach 
Thursday, July 1, from 3:00 to 5:00pm 
Help is here. A coach from the Menasha Community Addiction Assistance Program will be at the library on the 
first Thursday of each month to meet with Menasha residents or family members dealing with addiction. MCAAP 
provides free family assistance, coaching, outreach, and education.  
 
Call 920.345.7747 for information or send a message to mcaap@unitypeersupport.org 

https://www.menashalibrary.org/summer


Virtual Fox—Wolf River’s Basin 
Thursday, July 15, at 6:30pm 
Educators from the Fox Wolf Watershed Alliance 
Kelly and Anna will highlight Wisconsin's Fox-Wolf 
River Basin and discuss runoff pollution and its impact 
on our lakes and rivers. The presentation will cover 
what's being done in our communities to combat  
pollution, current Fox-Wolf programs and projects, 
along with volunteer opportunities.  

Virtual Zoo to You - Part 2      
Thursday, July 20, at 6:30pm 
Visit with the NEW Zoo 
educators and learn about  
how cotton-top tamarins,  
macaws, otters & the North 
American porcupine use their 
tails for balance, climbing, 
communication, defense,  
display, and swimming.  
 

The Library Now Offers  
Cypress Resume 
Cypress Resume is an online resume builder 
that lets you create professional-quality  
resumes in three quick and simple steps. You 
can create resumes, cover letters and reference  
pages in minutes.  
 
This service is FREE with your Menasha library card.   
Visit their website to start -  
https://cypressresume.com/index.php?
c=elishadsmithpubliclibrary 

Library Services  
Welcome back into the library! 

• Sign up for a library card 
• Pick up your holds 
• Browse for materials to check out 
• Use a computer, print, copy, fax, scan 
• Use notary service, have a test proctored 

 

NOTE: Library hours are: 
          8:30 to 6:00   Monday through Friday 
          9:00 to 1:00   Saturday 
          Closed           Sunday 
   

       These programs are live-streamed on 
Facebook @MenashaLibrary 

July & August Take & Make Kits  
The Take and Make Kits for July and August are library 
themed bags with two craft projects inside.  Each month 
there will be different crafts that may include a scratch-
off project, a fuzzy picture coloring project, door hanger, 
or slap bracelet to color at home.  While supplies last. 
 
 

Story Sparklers Family Story Time  
Monday, July 5, 12, 19 & 26, at 10:00am 
Come sparkle with us this summer in story time!  
 

Baby Story Times 
Fridays, July 9 & 23, at 10:00am 
Stories, rhymes, and songs for babies up to  
24 months old.   
 

Rondini Magic Show 
Wednesday, July 14, at 1:30pm 
Smith Park Pavilion 
(See front page for more details.) 
 

John Duggleby in Concert 
Wednesday, July 28, at 1:30pm 
Smith Park Pavilion  
(See front page for more details.) 

 

Bilingual Story Times       
Do you like stories read in English and  
Spanish? Check out our Facebook page  
BibliotecaPublicadeMenasha with  
Mr. Victor for stories, puppets, and  
projects. 
 

For Children 
 

Tails & Tales -  
Colas & Cuentos 
Summer Reading Program 
Calling all kids birth through 5th grade.  Sign up for the 
Summer Library Program Tails & Tales on the library’s 
website through Beanstack for the online program— 
https://www.menashalibrary.org/summer.  Program 
runs June 7- August 14. 

*

Large Print 
 

A Distant Shore by Karen 
Kingsbury 
Reconnecting with a woman whose  
life he saved when they were both  
children, FBI secret agent Jack Ryder 
finds himself falling unexpectedly in 
love during a dangerous mission  
involving the woman's arranged  
marriage. 

 

Echoes in the Walls by V.C. 
Andrews 
New York Times bestselling author and 
literary phenomenon V.C. Andrews  
presents the second book in the gothic 
saga of romance, class divisions, and 
the family secrets that began with 
House of Secrets. 

 
Great Circle by Maggie  
Shipstead 
The unforgettable story of a daredevil 
female aviator determined to chart her 
own course in life, at any cost. 

 
 
The Good Sister by Sally 
Hepworth 
Twin sisters who are polar opposites but 
who are harboring a deep, dark secret 
about their sociopathic mother must 
face the consequences of both her  
actions and their own when one tries to 
start a family. 
 

The Lady Has a Past by 
Amanda Quick 
When her boss disappears while on a 
health retreat at an exclusive spa,  
investigative apprentice Lyra Brazier 
goes undercover with the help of a 
man with a unique gift, and together, 
they are plunged into a world darker 
and more dangerous than they ever 
could have imagined. 

 

Turn a Blind Eye by Jeffrey 
Archer 
Going undercover to expose corruption 
in the Metropolitan Police Force,  
Detective Inspector William Warwick is 
compromised by a high-profile trial and 
a teammate's romantic relationship with 
his suspect. 
 

DVDs 
Honesty Weekend 
A young married couple on the rocks 
are prescribed a weekend of total  
honesty with one another the same 
weekend they are going out of town 
with friends. 
 

Minari 
A tender and sweeping story that  
follows a Korean-American family that 
moves to a tiny Arkansas farm in 
search of their own American Dream. 
The family home changes completely 
with the arrival of their sly, foul-
mouthed, but incredibly loving  
grandmother.  

 

Raya and the Last Dragon 
Introduces Raya, a lone warrior from 
the fantasy kingdom of Kumandra 
who teams up with a crew of misfits in 
her quest to find the last dragon and 
bring light and unity back to their 
world. 

 

Son 
After an evil cult breaks into Laura’s 
home and attempts to kidnap her son, 
she must decide how far she is willing 
to go to save him. 
 

 
 

The Eight Hundred 
In 1937, eight hundred Chinese  
soldiers fight under siege from a 
warehouse in the middle of the 
Shanghai battlefield, completely  
surrounded by the Japanese army. 

 

The Mauritanian 
Based on Mohamedou Ould Slahi’s 
memoir “Guantánamo Diary,” this is the 
true story of Slahi’s fight for freedom 
after being imprisoned for years. As a 
battle for justice rages and shocking 
truths are revealed, Slahi proves that 
the human spirit cannot be locked up. 

 
Tom and Jerry:  the Movie 
A chaotic battle ensues between  
Jerry Mouse, who has taken refuge 
in the Royal Gate Hotel, and Tom 
Cat, who is hired to drive him away 
before the day of a big wedding  
arrives. 
 
 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Parents!  Planning a Family Trip? 

Check these out: 
   Family Travel Kits (books, a game, & activity cards) 
   Playaway Views 
   Audiobooks             
   Launchpads         
   Internet Hotspot (Reference Desk) 
   Travel Brochures to take and keep   
       (Reference Desk) 

https://www.menashalibrary.org/summer


New Releases and Young Adult Programs 
   Place a hold on any of these books in the catalog using your library card, the Winnefox Mobile 

App or call us at 920.967.3690 to make arrangements to pick them up at the library. 

Fiction 
 

A Special Place for Women by 
Laura Hankin 
One daring young reporter aims to infiltrate  
a female-run secret society, whose  
beguiling members are caught up in a dark 
and treacherous business. 

 
Anatomy of Desire by L. R. Dorn 
One summer day, Cleo and a woman named 
Beck Alden set off in a canoe on a serene 
mountain lake. An hour later, Beck is found 
dead in the water and Cleo is missing. 
 

 
 

Basil’s War by Stephen Hunter 
An accomplished agent in the British Army, 
Basil St. Florian embarks on his toughest 
assignment yet as he, going undercover in 
Nazi-occupied France during World War II, 
searches for an ecclesiastic manuscript that 
holds the key to a code that could prevent 
the death of millions. 

 
Bookshop by the Sea by Denise 
Hunter 
Revisiting her dream of opening a bookshop 
when her younger siblings grow up, Sophie 
finds her ambitions challenged by an  
advancing storm and a still-alluring ex who 
broke her heart. 

 
Family Reunion by Nancy 
Thayer 
Newly widowed, Eleanor Sunderland finds 
dreams of a family reunion in Nantucket 
shattered when her money-driven children 
suggest she sell the house and move to a 
retirement home, and finds a lone ally in her 
22-year-old granddaughter, Ari, who moves 
in with her for the summer. 

 
Girl in the Walls by A.J. Gnuse 
After her parents die, Elise lives within  
the walls of their house, secretly hiding,  
until a new family moves in, placing her  
existence in danger and bringing a far  
more real threat to their doorstep. 
 
 

It Had to Be You by  
Georgia Clark 
When her late husband leaves his 
half of their wedding planning  
business to his girlfriend, Liv  
Goldenhorn, who never saw this  
coming, finds herself shackled to her 
polar opposite in every way whose 
inexperience may be just what the 
company needs. 

 

Never Far Away by Michael 
Koryta 
Placed in witness protection in  
remote northern Maine, Leah risks 
exposing herself to the dangerous 
forces of her past when her homesick 
children run away. 
 
 

Secrets of Happiness by 
Joan Silber 
When Ethan, a young lawyer,  
discovers his father in New York has 
had another, secret, family - a wife 
and two kids - the interlocking fates 
of both families lead to surprise  
loyalties, love triangles, and a  
reservoir of inner strength. 

 

Swimming Back to Trout 
River by Linda Rui Feng 
Set against the backdrop of China’s 
Cultural Revolution, this lyrical novel 
follows a father’s determination to 
reunite his family before his daughter 
Junie’s 12th birthday, even if it means 
bringing painful family secrets to light. 

 
The Most Beautiful Girl in 
Cuba by Chanel Cleeton 
At the end of the 19th century,  
reporter Grace Harrington and a  
courier secretly working for Cuban 
revolutionaries in Havana free a girl 
who has been unjustly imprisoned—a 
mission that forces them all to fight 
for their freedom as war looms on the 
horizon. 

 

Summer of Lost and Found 
by Mary Alice Munroe 
With her family, finances, emotions, 
relationships and health teetering on 
the brink, Linnea Rutledge finds her 
life further complicated by her  
feelings for John, an old flame who 
turns up from California and is  
quarantining next door. 

 For Young Adults 

A Night Twice as Long by  
Andrew Simonet 
A teenage girl sets out by foot to find 
her autistic brother in the aftermath of a  
catastrophic power outage. 
 

Can’t Take that 
Away by Stephen Salvatore 
When Carey Parker, a genderqueer 
teen who dreams of being a diva like 
their hero Mariah Carey, is cast as the 
female lead in the school musical, they 
must fight against discrimination and 
injustice from their closed-minded 
school administration. 
 

The Great Godden by Meg 
Rosoff 
This is the story of a big, messy family, 
where one teenager sees everything, 
including many things they shouldn't.  
Enter the Goddens - irresistible,  
charming, languidly sexy Kit and surly, 
silent Hugo. Suddenly there's a serpent 
in this paradise - and the consequences 
will be devastating. 

 
Yolk by Mary H.K. Choi 
Struggling with emotional problems and 
an eating disorder, Jayne, a Korean 
American college student living in New 
York City, is estranged from her  
accomplished older sister June, until 
June gets cancer. 

Recommended for Children 
 

Aru Shah and the Tree of Wishes by 
Roshani Chokshi 
Part of the Rick Riordan Presents  
series.  There is a war between the 
demons and the Devas.  Aru Shah 
and her friends are sent on a mission 
to rescue two targets.  Aru wants to 
turn everything around with just one 
wish.  Be careful what you wish for 
Aru.  
 

City of the Plague God by 
Sarwat Chadda 
Based on ancient Mesopotamian 
myth, this is the story of Sik, who 
fights demons and joins forces with 
Ishtar in the netherworld to save the 
people he loves.  A story with many 
twists and turns from ancient Iraq to 
modern New York City.  For fans of 
the Rick Riordan book series. 
 

Dog Diaries: Curse of the Mystery Mutt 
by James Patterson 
Junior has a new tail curling mystery 
to solve.  An evil mastermind  
terrorizes Hills Village, resulting in 
some spine rattling howling in the 
middle of the night.  Can this  
Sherlock Holmes canine save his  
humans from the antics of the Howly 
Weiner?   
 

Little Penguin Rescue by  
Rachel Delahaye 
Callie meets a colony of Adelie  
penguins in the Antarctic.  When a  
blizzard blows in and separates an  
injured mother and her baby penguin, 
Callie decides to help.  Can she battle 
icy cold and ocean predators to save 
her feathered friends? 

 

Sparkleton: The Weirdest 
Wish by Calliope Glass 
Sparkleton wants to wear the magic 
Pixie Cap and have wish granting 
powers to make it snow.  It would be 
wonderful to bring Shimmer Lake the 
most magical Winter Carnival ever.  
But not if everything turns to slush!  
The latest adventures of Sparkleton 
the glitterrific unicorn.   

Tailgate with Us! 
Create projects in our parking lot. (while supplies last) 

   Chalk Board Creations 
   Wednesday, July 7, at  
   1:00pm 
    Personalize your own  
    chalkboard sign with  
    chalk and assorted  
    materials.   

 

Construct a Kite 
Wednesday, July 21, at 1:00pm 
Construct and decorate a kite.   
Incorporate symbolism or create your 
own design.    
 



Mysteries 
A Simple Murder by Linda  
Castillo 
For the first time in print, a collection of 
six previously published Kate  
Burkholder stories. 

 
Dead of Winter by 
Stephen Mack Jones 
Detroit ex-cop August Snow must fight 
for both his life and the soul of Mexican-
town itself when a local business owner 
is targeted by an anonymous entity that 
is linked to a dangerous net of ruthless  
billionaire developers. 

 
The Girl Who Died by Ragnar 
Jonasson 
A thriller about a young woman seeking 
a new start in a secluded village where a 
small community is desperate to protect 
its secrets. 

 
 
Heartbreak Bay by Rachel Caine 
In this fifth entry in Caine’s Stillhouse Lake 
series, Gwen Proctor and Kezia Claremont 
hunt a killer so silent, so invisible, that his  
unspeakable crimes are the only proof he  
exists. 
 

 
 
Hidden Secrets: a Whispering 
Pines Mystery by Shawn 
McGuire 
In the village where “all are welcome and 
those in need may stay” long-buried secrets 
keep rising to the surface. 
 

 
Robert B. Parker’s Payback by 
Mike Lupica 
In her latest thrilling adventure, PI Sunny 
Randall takes on two serpentine cases that 
converge into one deadly mystery. 
 
 
 

 

The Granite Coast  
Murders by Jean-Luc 
Bannalec 
Vacationing at a Brittany beach  
resort with Claire, Inspector Dupin 
quietly assists a case involving a 
missing tourist, an attack on a  
deputy and a mysterious corpse. 

 
The Sleeping Nymph by 
Ilaria Tuti 
In the highly anticipated follow-up  
to Flowers Over the Inferno,  
Superintendent Teresa Battaglia, 
expert criminal profiler with four 
decades of experience on the  
Italian police force, returns for a 
chilling cold case. 

 
The Unkindness of  
Ravens by M.E. Hilliard 
Librarian Greer Hogan matches 
wits with a deviously clever killer in 
a chilling series debut. 
 

 
 
Thief of Souls by Brian 
Klingborg 
The brutal murder of a young  
woman in a rural village in Northern  
China sends shockwaves all the 
way to Beijing - but seemingly only 
Inspector Lu Fei, living in exile in 
the small town, is interested in  
justice for the victim. 

 
When a Stranger Comes 
to Town by Michael  
Koryta 
In the newest collection of stories 
by the Mystery Writers of America, 
each author weaves a fresh tale 
surrounding the eerie feeling that 
comes when a stranger enters our 
midst. 

NonFiction 
Ages of American  
Capitalism by Jonathan 
Levy 
A leading economic historian traces 
the evolution of American capitalism 
from the colonial era to the present—
and argues that we’ve reached a  
turning point that will define the era 
ahead. 
 

Can I Recycle This? by  
Jennie Romer 
This book gives straightforward  
answers to whether dozens of  
common household objects can or 
cannot be recycled, as well as the  
information you need to make that  
decision for anything else you  
encounter. 

 

Contemplative Knitting by 
Julie Cicora 
This book shows how knitting creates 
connections and communities, and 
ties the repetition of knitting to the 
consistent recitation of prayer. 
 

Everybody Fights: So Why Not Get  
Better At It? by Kim and 
Penn Holderness 
Penn and Kim share their ten most 
common Fight Fails and how to  
combat them.  Couples will emerge 
equipped to engage and understand, 
not do battle—and maybe laugh a  
little more along the way. 
 

 

Sincerely, Your Autistic Child: What 
People on the Autism Spectrum Wish 
Their Parents Knew About Growing Up, 
Acceptance, and Identity 
A diverse collection of autistic voices 
that highlights how parents can  
avoid common mistakes and  
misconceptions, and make their child 
feel truly accepted, valued, and  
celebrated for who they are. 

 

Stalin’s War: a 
New History of World War II 
by Sean McMeekin 
A prize-winning historian reveals how  
Stalin—not Hitler—was the animating 
force of World War II in this major new 
history. 

 

The Art of Impossible by  
Steven Kotler 
Decodes the secrets of those elite  
performers—athletes, artists,  
scientists, CEOs and more—who have 
changed our definition of the possible, 
teaching us how we too can stretch far 
beyond our capabilities, making  
impossible dreams much more  
attainable for all of us. 

 

The Artisan Kitchen by 
James Strawbridge 
Giving a modern twist to age-old 
techniques, this book shows how to 
master 25 different cooking and  
preserving processes, from  
fermenting to cheese making, hot 
smoking to sourdough baking 

 
The Light of Days by Julie 
Batalion 
A spectacular, searing history that  
brings to light the extraordinary  
accomplishments of brave Jewish 
women who became resistance  
fighters—a group of unknown heroes 
whose exploits have never been  
chronicled in full, until now. 

 

The Lost Art of Doing  
Nothing by Maartje Willems 
The Dutch have it figured out: with 
niksen. Perhaps their best-kept life-
style secret, niksen is the art of doing, 
well, nothing. It’s the opposite of 
productivity, and it’s incredibly good 
for your mind, body, and creativity. 

 
The Triumph of Nancy 
Reagan by Karen Tumulty 
The definitive biography of the fiercely 
vigilant and politically astute First 
Lady who shaped one of the most  
consequential presidencies of the 20th 
century: Nancy Reagan. 

 
Walking Milwaukee by Royal 
Brevvaxling 
Inside you’ll find 31 self-guided tours, 
tips on where to dine and shop, clear 
neighborhood maps with vital public 
transportation and parking details, and 
trivia about local culture, neighborhood 
history, and architecture. 


